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Development of Technologies for Making Traditional
Type Shochu Using Potatoes as Material

Tomiji YaMaMOTO, Ichird FUukupa, Akira Fukupa,

Tsutomu OGAWA and Toshiyuki NiISHIMURA

Summary

An investigation was carried out in order to establish technologies necessary for the production

of traditional type shochu (Honkaku shochu) from potatoes as raw material using processing methods,

including koji making, distillation, filtration and aging, as generally used for shochus made from sweet

potatoes, which have been most commonly used in shochu making in the southern part of Japan. Using

potatoes harvested in Nagasaki prefecture, test production was performed three times: in 1930

(summer and winter) and 1981 (summer).

(1

It was found that a palatable and clear-tasting shochu could be made by using Defima variety
potatoes as material, and also that small size potatoes are as useful as large size ones as raw

material for shochau.

In terms of the product quality. a combination of rice koji with singly used potatoes yielded a
generally favorable result imparting mild {lavor to the products. The kumimizu ratio (weight
percentage of water to all raw materials) should be rather low for the {lavor of potatoes to be
best preserved.

The products made by vacuum distillation process was found to have no particular flavor defect
even immediately after distillation. They could be shipped for market after relatively short
period of aging and, accordingly, it was assumed better to produce atmospheric pressure-distilled
shochu in combination with reduced pressure-distilled ones depending on the purposes of their

consumption.

A slightly lower Aumumizu ratio as well as well-controlled koji ratio (weight percentage of rice
used for koji to raw materials, 1. e. potatoes) yielded a high alcohol concentration of morom: mash
and enabled processing of spring-crop potatoes in around June and July. Thus, the two season

(winter and summer) shochu making became possible.

The shochn making technologies developed in this investigation have been transferred to many
shochu distilleries in the prefecture through the mediation of Nagasaki Prefecture Sake Brewer’s
Association. The potato shochus are now being produced by 2 distillers, expanding their market

in and outside Nagasaki prefecture.





